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Assemblyman to resign 
after allegation of lewd act 


BY ALEXEI KOSEFF 
akoseff@sacbee.com 


Facing complaints of sexual 
harassment and assault from 


two women, Assemblyman Matt 


Dababneh announced Friday 
that he will resign at the end of 
the year. 


The Los Angeles Democrat 
was accused Monday of pushing 
Sacramento lobbyist Pamela 
Lopez into a bathroom at a Las 
Vegas hotel last year and mas- 
turbating in front of her. Jessica 
Yas Barker, a former employee 
who worked under Dababneh in 
U.S. Rep. Brad Sherman’s dis- 
trict office, said he created a 


hostile work environment full of 
sexual and derogatory remarks. 

Dababneh denies the allega- 
tions. In an interview, he said he 
took the charges personally and 
was leaving office to focus on 
clearing his name. 

He added that he did not feel 
pressured to resign, but said the 
claims against him had knocked 


him off his feet. After spending 
more time with his family this 
week, he said, he realized that 
“the passion to serve in a public 
capacity isn’t there” and “I’m 
ready for a change in my life.” 
“T prayed about it, and I talk- 
ed to a lot of people about it, 
and it just felt like the right time 
to step down,” Dababneh said. 


“T just felt I would not be able to 
serve to the degree of detail and 
to the degree of involvement 
that I’m used to, and that my 
community ex- 
pects.” 

Lopez said in 
an interview that 
resigning “is the 
first of many 


steps that Matt 

Dababneh will 
Matt need to take to 
Dababneh atone for his 


actions.” 
She said that, since Monday, 
she has heard from other wo- 
men who have been sexually 
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Fire crews search for hot spots among destroyed homes in the Rancho Monserate Country Club community Friday in Fallbrook. The 
wind-swept blazes have forced tens of thousands of evacuations and destroyed dozens of homes in Southern California. 


212,000 flee, 500 structures 
destroyed in south state, but 
easing winds offer some — 


BY MELISSA ETEHAD, LOUIS 
SAHAGUN, RUBEN VIVES, JOSEPH 
SERNA AND SONALI KOHLI 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES 
he powerful Santa Ana 
winds that fueled a 
five-day fire siege 
across Southern Cali- 
fornia this week began to ease 
Friday, but the destructive toll 
of the blazes continued to grow 
and firefighters will remain on 


high alert through the weekend. 


The fires, which stretched 
from Ojai to Oceanside, de- 
stroyed more than 500 struc- 
tures and forced 212,000 peo- 
ple from their homes. The 
smoke created air quality prob- 
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lems that officials said reached 
unprecedented levels in some 
areas. 

As hot, dry Santa Anas faded, 
officials warned that breezes 
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from the ocean could pick up, 
changing the direction of the 
flames, placing fire crews at 
higher risk of getting caught 
without an escape route. 
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Trainers rushed to save terrified horses as 
flames closed in. 12A 


A red flag warning - a combi- 
nation of extremely low relative 
humidity and wind speeds that 
indicates a serious threat if a 
fire were to occur - is in effect 
through Sunday evening, said 
Tom Fisher, a meteorologist 
with the National Weather 
Service in Oxnard. 

President Donald Trump on 
Friday approved a California 
emergency declaration, order- 
ing federal aid to the area and 
putting the Department of 
Homeland Security and the 
Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency in charge of relief 
efforts. 

In northern San Diego Coun- 
ty, the Lilac Fire - which ignit- 
ed Thursday off Interstate 15 - 
forced large swaths of Bonsall 
and Oceanside to evacuate. 
More than 1,000 firefighters 
were battling the blaze, which 
held at 4,100 acres from the 
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State 
workers 
facing 
criminal 
checks 


BY ADAM ASHTON 
aashton@sacbee.com 


Thousands of public work- 
ers at nine state departments 
will undergo criminal back- 
ground checks that could 
affect their employment, 
according to the state Human 
Resources Department. 

If the background checks 
turn up past criminal convic- 
tions, employees could be 
“non-punitively separated,” 
according to notices sent to 
labor unions. 

The reviews are intended to 
bring California in compli- 
ance with security guidelines 
from the Internal Revenue 
Service that require criminal 
background checks for con- 
tractors and public employees 
who have access to federal 
taxpayer information. 

Separately, hundreds of 
employees at the Office of 
Emergency Services also will 
have to participate in up- 
coming criminal background 
checks because of regulations 
from the federal Department 
of Homeland Security. 

The departments did not 
say when background checks 
would begin. 

It’s not clear yet which 
criminal convictions would 
disqualify a worker from civil 
service. Union representatives 
who’ve spoken with state 
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U.S. employers added 
228,000 jobs in 
November, and the 
unemployment rate held 


steady at 4.1 percent. 10A 
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